
Shared Regulatory Services – Cardiff, Vale of Glamorgan & Bridgend Councils. Riding 
Establishment – Conditions of Licence. 

 

1. Introduction 

 

1.1 Unless otherwise stated these conditions shall apply to all buildings and areas to which 

horses have access and/or are used in association with the riding establishment. 

 

1.2 The number of horses/donkeys accommodated at the establishment at any one time 

must not exceed the number stated in the licence. These numbers are to be 

determined by the inspecting officer in agreement with the inspection veterinary 

surgeon. 

 

1.3 No horses aged three years or under nor any mare heavy with foal nor mare within 

three months after foaling may be let out on hire for riding or used, in return for 

payment, for instruction in demonstrating riding. 

 

2. Licence Display 

 

2.1 A copy of the licence and its conditions must be suitably displayed to the public in a 

prominent position in, on or about the riding establishment. 

 

3. Health & Safety/Fire Fighting 

 

3.1 The licence holder must hold a current insurance policy which insures him against 

liability for any injury sustained by those who hire a horse from him for riding and those 

who use a horse in the course of receiving from him, in return for payment, instruction 

in riding and arising out of the hire or use of a horse as aforesaid and which also 

insures such persons in respect of any liability which may be incurred by them in 

respect of any injury to any person caused by, or arising out of, the hire or use of a 

horse as aforesaid. 

 

3.2 The carrying on of the business of the establishment must at no time be left in the 

charge of any person under 16yrs of age. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3.3 The licence holder must ensure that appropriate steps will be taken for the protection 

and extrication of horses in case of a fire and in particular, that the name, address and 

telephone number of the licence holder or some other responsible person are kept 

displayed in a prominent position at the outside of the premises and that instructions 

as to action to be taken in the event of a fire, with particular regard to the extrication of 

horses, are kept displayed in a prominent position on the outside of the premises. 

 

3.4 Suitable and adequate fire extinguishers and/or hose reels shall be provided and 

maintained at conveniently accessible locations about the stables and yard. 

 

3.5 A suitable fire alarm system shall be provided and maintained about the stables and 

yard. 

 

3.6 Smoking shall be prohibited about the stables, stable yard and adjacent fodder or 

bedding storage; adequate durable ‘no smoking’ notices shall be displayed in 

prominent locations. 

 

3.7 All staff shall be instructed in the procedures to be followed in case of a fire and in the 

operation of fire fighting equipment. Regular fire drills shall be organised and a written 

record kept of all such events and any failures of equipment noted. 

 

3.8 The location of the nearest telephone and back-up telephone shall be prominently 

displayed adjacent to notices required in licence condition 3.3.  

 

3.9 No horse may be let out on hire for riding or used for providing instruction in riding 

without supervision by a responsible person of the age of 16years or over unless (in 

the case of a horse let out for hire or riding) the holder of the licence is satisfied that 

the hirer of the horse is competent to ride without supervision. 

 

4. Construction 

 

4.1 The construction of the riding establishment must be substantial, adequate to contain 

the animals, and provided with warmth and shelter in clean and hygienic conditions. 

There must be convenient and safe access to stalls and boxes. Stalls must be large 

enough to allow the animal to lie down and get up without risk of injury. Boxes must be 

large enough to allow the animals to turn around freely. 

 

4.2 Yards must provide enough space for every animal kept there. 

 

4.3 Lighting must be adequate to render the use of artificial light unnecessary in daylight. 

 

4.4 Ventilation must provide fresh air without draughts. 

 

4.5 Drainage must be adequate to carry away liquid voided by the horses and keep any 

standings dry. 



 

4.6 There must be a provision for storage and disposal of manure and spoiled straw. 

 

4.7 Adequate accommodation must be provided for forage bedding, stable equipment and 

saddlery. 

 

5. Electrical 

 

5.1 All electrical installations shall conform with the requirements of the Installation of 

Electrical Engineers Regulations for Electrical Installations (IEE Regulations) and an 

electrical installation certificate shall be obtained from a competent electrical 

contractor, which shall be renewed at intervals not greater than 3yrs. 

 

5.2 All portable electrical equipment shall be protected by a suitable residual current 

device which shall be regularly maintained and tested. 

 

6. Animal Care 

 

6.1 Horses must be maintained in good health, and in all respects physically fit and, in the 

case of a horse kept for the purpose of its being let out on hire for riding or a horse 

kept for the purpose of its being used in providing instruction in riding, the horse must 

be suitable for the purpose for which it is kept. 

 

6.2 The feet of all animals must be properly trimmed and, if shod, their shoes must be 

properly fitted and in good condition. 

 

6.3 Any horse found on inspection of the premises by an authorised officer to be in need of 

veterinary attention must not be returned to work until the holder of the licence has 

obtained at his own expense and has lodged with the Local Authority a veterinary 

certificate that the horse is fit for work. 

 

6.4 In the case of horses maintained at grass there must be available for them at all times 

during which they are so maintained adequate pasture and shelter and water and 

supplementary feeds must be provided as and when required. 

 

 

6.5 Horses must be adequately supplied with suitable food, drink and (except in the case 

of horses maintained at grass, so long as they are so maintained) bedding material, 

must be adequately exercised, groomed, rested and visited at suitable intervals. 

 

6.6 All reasonable precautions must be taken to prevent and control the spread among 

horses of any infectious or contagious diseases, and veterinary first aid equipment and 

medicines must be provided and maintained by the premises. 

 



6.7 Any veterinary treatment or any such routine health treatment such as worming must 

be documented, such documentation must be recorded, updated when necessary and 

must be available for inspection by any authorised officer.  

 

6.8 All veterinary medicines and applications shall be stored in a secure veterinary cabinet 

in accordance with the Health and Safety Executive Guidance Note HS(0)86 

‘Veterinary Medicines’ safe use by farmers and other animal handlers. 

 

6.9 The licence holder shall provide such curative care as may be suitable for any sick or 

injured horse which is kept by him with a view to it being let out on hire or uses it for 

the purpose of providing, in return for payment, instruction in riding or for the purpose 

of demonstrating riding. 

 

7. Maintenance, cleaning and supply of tack and rider equipment. 

 

7.1 All tack and equipment shall be cleansed after use and shall be examined by the 

licence holder or a nominated responsible person of the age of 16years or over for any 

defects and suitability of fit to both the horse and rider before being let out for hire. 

Defective tack and equipment shall be removed from use and not reissued until 

adequate repairs have been effected or the detective part has been replaced. 

 

7.2 All saddle, girth straps, bridles, stirrup leathers and stirrups shall be clearly and 

conspicuously identified by an individual permanent mark or dye stamp and a written 

record shall be kept of each item and its identification mark. 

 

7.3 All riding helmets loaned by the establishment must be compliant with the most current 

standard, they must be thoroughly checked on a regular basis by the licence holder or 

a nominated responsible person of the age of 16years or over, any deficiencies must 

be addressed and removed from use immediately and replaced. Any accidents to 

occur with one of the helmets it must be removed from use and replaced. 
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